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Licensing Process for New Transmission Facilities

v

Environmental Assessment and Routing Study
Typically 9 — 12 months

Delineate Study Area

Collect/Review Environmental/Historical/Archeological Data

Identify Constraints/ID Preliminary Alternative Routes

Public Information Meetings

Prepare Environmental Assessment Report

Select/Evaluate Preferred/Alternate Routes

You are here

Submit Final Report

\ 4

Certificate of Convenience and Necessity (CCN) Application
Typically 2 months to prepare

\ 4
Public Utility Commission (PUC) Processing

CCN Filing

Provide Notice
Direct Mail/Public/City and County Government Agencies/Other Utilities

Intervention Period

30 - 45 Days
v
Contested CCN : Uncontested CCN
ERCOT Critical = 180 Day Process Intervention ? Administrative Processing = 80 Days
CREZ = 180 Day Process
All Other = 1 Year Process ¢ PUC Review/Recommendation

o Staff Recommendation

o Referred to State Office of )
e |ssues Resolution

Administrative Hearings
Pre-hearing Conference(s)
Discovery

Pre-filed Testimony
Hearing on the Merits
Briefing

Proposal for Decision
I—> Administrative Law Judge Prepares Proposed Final Order 4—|

Exceptions/Responses to Proposed Order

v
Appro\/a| h PUC Decision # Denial
v Whole/Partial Grant/Denial
Surveying
Right of Way Acquisition : : :
Permitting Motion for Rehearing e Planning Phase
Appeal of PUC Decision Environmental Assessment
v and routing phase

Project Design Travis County District Court

Material Acquisition

v Regulatory phase

Construction
Clearing

Application phase

Construction phase

Soil investigation — P r OJ ect
Structures CO m p I et | on

Conductor Installation
Cleanup
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Licensing Process for New Transmission Facilities

Texas Utilities Code
The governance of the licensing process for new transmission facilities is included within the
Texas Utilities Code, Title Il — Public Utilities Regulatory Act, Section 37.056.

I Sec 37.056 GRANT OR DENIAL OF CERTIFICATE

(a) The commission may approve applications and grant a certificate only if the
commission finds that the certificate is necessary for the service, accommodation,
convenience, or safety of the public.

(b) The commission may:

(1) issue the certificate as requested;

(2) grant the certificate for the construction of a portion of the requested system,
facility, or extension or the partial exercise of the requested right or privilege; or

(3) refuse to grant the certificate.

(c) The commission shall grant each certificate on a nondiscriminatory basis after
considering;
(1) the adequacy of existing service;
(2) the need for additional service;
(3) the effect of granting the certificate on the recipient of the certificate and on any
electric utility serving the proximate area; and
(4) other factors, such as;
(a) community values;
(b) recreational and park areas;
(c) historical and aesthetic values;
(d) environmental integrity; and
(e) the probable improvement of service or lowering of cost to consumers
in the area if the certificate is granted.

If you have additional questions or would like additional information, you may contact the Public Utility Commission
of Texas at P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326, or call the Public Utility Commission at (512) 936-7120, or
(888) 782-8477. Hearing impaired and speech-impaired individuals with text telephones may contact the
commission at (512) 936-7136.
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Ordering Utilities to Construct New Transmission
Facilities for Renewable Energy Technologies

Texas Utilities Code

The Public Utility Commission of Texas may order electric utilities to construct
transmission lines as stated within the Texas Utilities Code. Title Il — Public
Utilities Regulatory Act. Section 39.203

SECTION 2. Subsection (e), Section 39.203, Utilities Code,

(e) The commission may require an electric utility or a transmission and
distribution utility to construct or enlarge facilities to ensure safe and reliable
service for the state’s electric markets and to reduce transmission constraints
within ERCOT in a cost-effective manner where the constraints are such that
they are not being resolved through Chapter 37 or the ERCOT transmission
planning process. The commission shall require an electric utility or a
transmission and distribution utility to construct or enlarge transmission or
transmission-related facilities for the purpose of meeting the goal for generating

capacity from renewable energy technologies under Section 39.904(a).

In any proceeding brought under Chapter 37, an electric utility or transmission
and distribution utility ordered to construct or enlarge facilities under this

subchapter need not prove that the construction ordered is
necessary for the service, accommodation, convenience, or
safety of the public and need not address the factors listed in
Sections 37.056(c)(1)-(3) and (4)(E).

Notwithstanding any other law, including Section 37.057, in any proceeding
brought under Chapter 37 by an electric utility or a transmission and distribution
utility related to an application for a certificate of public convenience and
necessity to construct or enlarge transmission or transmission-related facilities

under this subsection, the commission shall issue a final order

before the 181st day after the date the application is filed with

the commission. If the commission does not issue a final order before that

date, the application is approved.




